
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS21631

This proposed legislation would align the workers compensation laws in the state so that
postsecondary students receive the same workers compensation coverage that K-12 students
receive while completing work experience credit hours. Under current Idaho law, postsecondary
students receiving education credits for completing a work experience project are not covered
under the university or college worker’s compensation policy with the State Insurance Fund.
Idaho Code also does not allow the universities or college to purchase separate private workers
compensation policies for students in these situations leaving the students without any form of
coverage while working on behalf of the institution. These changes modify the existing statutes to
allow a university or college to purchase coverage for students through the State Insurance Fund.

FISCAL NOTE

The additional number of students that would be covered by these legislative changes is minimal.
A university or college may see a slight increase in workers compensation premiums but the cost
will be covered within existing budgets.
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